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CAN SPIRITS ACT UPON MATTER? 


To all who believe that men live after the event in their lives 
called death or dissolution, or the dissolving, in a spiritual in- 
stead of a material body, there can be only one answer to this 
question. For all such recognize such spiritual action mani- 
fested in the material in every motion, every phenomenon, in 
the ontward world. Such know that it is the Spirit that car- 
ries about upon its shoulders of power the it 
at present dwells in, as the snail carries about its shelly domicile. 
This very day have I not seen a veritable Spirit carrying up 


“house of clay” 


upon its shoulders not only some hundred weight or two of 


flesh and bones and blood, but beside all that as much more 
of solid brick or mortar, as well as a by no means etherial hod 2 
This veritable miracle did I see with my own eyes, going up 
quite in a contrary direction to mere “force of gravity” 
other known physical forces, up that steep ladder some good 
hundred feet or more into the air. Several forces seemed to 
bein action in this miracle. “ Force of gravity,” 
that mass, could by no means solve the problem. Quite 
otherwise. Force of will, a property not by any means ab- 
stract, but existing in a substantial subject which we agree to 
call a person who was not only the miraculous, invisible hod- 
carrier, but also the quite heavy body-carrier—foree of will, 
quite a spiritual reality, is carrying up that solid matter in 
spite of gravity into the air!“ The veriest skeptic or denier 
can not dispute this fact. I stand here an invisible Spirit, lift- 
mg up and carrying about with me by my spiritual force 
this carcase or shell of gravitating stuff, say one hundred and 
fifty good pounds avoirdupois. I will to jump, and I, this spir- 
itual reality, this hidden ‘spirit, by mere will-power, at a 
thought carry this body some six or eight feet instantly 
ough the air! Suppose I had shaken off this heavy load 
from my shoulders, and willed to jump with my Spirit body 
having no gravity but like the ether, to jump, say, to London. 
Here is the problem. If this will- -power can in an instant 
carry one hundred and fifty pounds avoirdupois six feet, how 
Jong would that same amount of force be in carrying a body 
that weighs absolutely nothing from Washington to London 
Little andol -boys may solve this at their leisure. 


But this is beside my first question, Can Spirits act upon 
matter? For all but blinded materialism sees evidence of no 
other action, Is not the whole magnificent universe one 
miraculous “spiritual manifestation” to one who has eyes to 
see? From the revolutions of galaxies around their central 
un, down to the motions of atoms in obeying invisible attrac- 
tions and repulsions, all is but the beautiful order or kosmos 


acting upon 


Sa nS 


* Let the man swoon, and we shall soon see what force his tody has, 
Gravity will pay very little respect to the brains, 


which expresses and makes to appear the ili of an infinite! 
wisdom proceeding from a purpose of infinite love. Love 
thus the fountain of all force and activity in the macrocosm 
of nature or the microcosm of man’s life. All actions pro- 
ceed and flow forth from some attraction or appetite or affec- 
tion, which are all mere forms of Jove. All Spiritualists there- 
fore, in contradistinction to all materialists, admit that spirit 
can and does act upon matter, meaning by matter that form of 
substance which has or appears to have weight. God, the 
Divine Man, “ who is a Spirit,” causes quite evident motion of 
matter, as earths roll along urged by His magic will some 
thousands of miles each hour. So too man, the child and re- 
ceptacle of this Divine Power, by lis magic will keeps many a 
table and hammer and other ponderable matter in quite visible 
dance. 

But can Spirits move matter otherwise than by gradual de- 
scent from plane to plane by regular correspondence ? That is, 
can a Spirit out of its material organization or house of organs, 


or | of tools, move tables, ring bells, play upon musical instruments, 


write with material pens, carry ponderable objects, cte., etc. ? 

Now they either can do these things or they can not; 
other words, it is a racr that these things ave done, or a Fact 
that they are noé done. 

What, now, is the safest, surest road to find out whether a 
certain thing did or did not occur? Some say logic is the only 
sate road to facts; if the said fact squares with our theory, it 
is rational; if it don’t square with our theory, our interpreta- 
tion of some book, why then it can’t be a fact. 

Shut tight your own seeing organs that God, or more proba- 
bly the devil, provided you with ; then clap on over the closed lids 
our logic spectacles, and you can safely and surely tell whether 
a certain event did or did not occur! whether one born blind 
was made to see by means of a little spittle and clay, in a cer- 
tain place in Palestine, some eighteen centuries ago! Clearly 
not, says Hume, looking intently through his logic spectacles. 
Whether certain persons were suddenly “outed of long standing 
diseases ever, by mere contact with certain handkerchiefs or 
aprons? Medical science smiles “serenely cold” through her 

dark glasses of logical reason at the silly superstition, though 
she sees with her open eyes quite terrible disease conveyed by 
similar means, and which she utterly fails in detecting with all 
the microscopes and test tubes in her laboratory, In the light 
of common sense, what is the ‘safest road to facts? logic or 
eyes? spectacles or seeing-organs, inner and outer? Which is 
safest to trust to in discovering truth, logic or testimony ? 

Is there a supposable thing that logic can not prove and dis- 
prove? Those who have waded through the history of philo- 
sophy can testify to this fact. Every system is proved until its 
opposite is afterward established with equal logical certainty 
Atheism and Theism, Spiritualism and Materialism, Freedom 
and Necessity, all Positives and their Negatives, are all equally 
demonstrated by good substantial logical reasons, Any one 
who is familiar with the celebrated Antimonies of Kant, or the 
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enedes of Plato, will anders me.* How in ee 
illogical that Dr. Webster should have murdered Dr. Parkman, 
and have disposed of the dead body as is alleged by the so- 
called witnesses! Look at it in the clear light of our logic. 
Murder is utterly impossible. Is not, God infinitely good? 
Does he not know how to accomplish his purposes of love in 
the existence of Dr. Webster? has he not power to accom- 
plish his purposes in regard to him? Did he then will that 
deadly hate in the Dr.’s heart, and the infernal results of that 
hate? How impossible to all clear logical spectacles is any 
such absurdity! No, sir! it is some delusion of your senses. 
Murder can not be a fact in the universe of an infinite God. 
Your witnesses must cither be imposters to pretend that they 
have seen any such clear impossibility and absurd blasphemy, 
or they are deluded. 

Can Spirits move tables? Which shall we trust, our open 
honest eyes, that love the truth, that God gave us to see with, 
or our logical spectacles, man made, put on over the closed 
eye-lids, and which even then don’t look toward the so-called 
fact, but quite*away at a little more than at right angles 
with the object to be scanned? (See Puchanan’s Anthro- 
pology for the curious relative positions of Prejudice and Per- 
ception in the Human Head.) In sober earnest, in the light of 
common sense and of all past bitter experience, which have 
you most faith in as a witness or discoyerer of facts, logical 
demonstrations or your eyes, of body and mind? For the soul 
too, has eyes, and the body only from the inner and inmost 
seeing faculty of the soul. Is a-priori logic worth a straw un- 
less afterward authenticated by a-posteriori facts? Has not the 
whole career of science, from the days of Galileo to this mo- 
ment, been a series of battles and victories of sight and sim- 
ple perception over logic. 

What is logic but the art of making that more or less pro- 
bable or improbable which one glance of a good seeing faculty 


* Here are the four Antimonies, stated as thesis and antithesis, both 
of which can be logically demonstrated to be necessary, though they 
are contradictory : 

1. That fhe world has a beginning in time, and is limited in space ; 
or, on the contrary, That it existed from all eternity, and ts without 
limit. 

2. That every compound substance consists of, and is therefore de- 
composable into, simple paris; or That no compound substance con- 
sists of simple parts. 

3. That the world is mechanically determined by an external, phys- 
ical causality ; or That it is determined by a free causality. 

4. That the world is accidental—that either ia or beyond the world 
there is no necessary being ; or, That in or beyond the world there 
exists a necessary being. 

For the logical proof that both these contradictory positions are 
necessarily true, see “ Kant's Critique on Pure Renson,” Bohn’s ed, pp. 
266-290. Also “Philosophy of Nature,” by Stallo, pp. 205-208, where 
occurs the following : “ Reason may sastath, not with equal plausibility 
alone, but with equal justice, that the world is dimited or that it is wn- 
linited—atomistically composed & simple and homogenecus—selfaction or 
mechanically impelled—-accidental or necessary,” 
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would know to be or not to be? Shut up your eyes and deny 


PARTRIDGE A 


Very well, Let us examine onr witnesses, for what has ever 


your seeing faculties; then try to demonstrate that there ig a| been done can be done agains but if any fact is really impopsi- 


sun in the skies, a God in the heavens, a soul in the bones and | ble, it never could have occurred, 


flesh of the body, or even that such an entity as yourself or 


First, then, we say that several instances are recorded in the 


anything else more or less important exists, and see how far| Bible where dead material objects were moved by spiritual 


you get, “ Cogito, ergo sum.” But how do you know that! beings, 


you “ cogito g 


In Matthew 28: 2, is this fact recorded: “The angel 


But open your eyes, use your common sense, | of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back 


and you see all these facts. It is unfortunately true that some | the stone from the door, and sat upon it” Was this g pyscho- 


men have, in some manner or other, lost their seeing facul-| logical delusion or a real fact? 


ties, and are become quite blind in the soul as well as in the 


In John 5:4, we find the fact recorded: “For an angel 


body, T see no better way for such imbeciles and unfortunates| went down at a certain season Into the pool, and troubled the 


than to secure some trusty man or even dog who ean see, and] Water,” (ctarrasse to hudor, “agitated,” “moved” the water) | Did you ever see or read any well anthenticated testimonies of 
hd 5 t Hh 


by string, or skirt, or other secure way fastening on to the seer,| Was this a reality or a psychologic delusion? 
J g , y y g 


follow painfully and slowly and with many a stumble his guid- 


In Acts 12, it is related as a fact that an angel (a Spirit 


ing steps, through streets all aglow with sun-light pouring down | messenger or errand man) removed two iron chains from 


from the open heavens for all who have eyes and will use them | Peter's hands, and opened by his magic-will power an won 


for their honest purpose. 


So I should not recommend per-| gate. This seems a good deal like a psychologic delusion, and 


sons who Aave their natural faculties, to get the services of} Peter for some time thought it was a mere dreamy “ vision.” 


the Surgeon to extinguish their eyes, and thea to trust to any} Was it so, or was it a real fact? 


pair of empty spectacles how celebrated soever, if they wish 


to discover truth gans 


beneath the tightly-closed eye lids, and blind goggles staring 


If fortunately there may be seeing or 


idly after facts in this miracle-universe of God, as a true friend 
I would kindly recommend that the goggles be given away 
to some one with weak eyes that can not bear God’s light, 
and the eyes be simply and honestly opened and used, and I 
doubt not the result will be equally astonishing and satisfactory 
to you. I have more faith in eyes than in all the logic-gog- 
gles I ever had the misfortune to look through, while my 
faith in logic as a discoverer of facts, is growing beautifully 
less every day. 

In one word, logic is a good help to confirm and explain 
what you first see but you can by no means use it instead of 
your eyes with any safety or wisdom, First see your facts, 
then by your logical alembic extract the essential truth therein, 
being careful that not one of your vacts that you have seen 
be omitted or rejected, if it be a fact. 


So far the literal sense of the Bible is directly adverse to the 
opinion of those who maintain that it is impossible for Spirits 
to move “dead matter,” 
years ago, it is equally possible now. Testimony, then, of eye 
witnesses must decide whether any such facts do occur now, 
My friend, the Editor of the N. C. Herald, who singularly 
enough explains all “physical manifestations” that are now 
said to be witnessed, by either imposture or psychologic delu- 
sion, is opposed by the Jiteral testimony of Swedenborg him- 
self, in passages that have been before referred to as well as by 
the logical result of his philosophy, according to the opinion of | 
most of his intelligent disciples in this country and in England, 
Dr. Wilkinson, Professor Bush and Rey. Mr. Barrett, are proba- 
bly as competent to decide whether these “ physical manifesta- 
tions” are incompatible with the testimony and philosophy of 
Swedenborg as Mr. Hough. This should render a modest man 
who loves the truth, ze. God, cautious in saying that his logic- 
al glasses are far more certain and infallible in discovering truth 


But do not the senses sometimes delude us? Certainly. But} than the honest eyes and equally good logic of so many thou- 


these delusions have their laws. If L see something strange 
I rub my eyes, move my position, ask my neighbors if they see 
anything novel, and if so, what. If their testimony is like my 
own, I can admit the fact, however strange it may appear. If 
I alone see the phenomenon I may be deluded, and probably 
am. There is such a fact as psychologic delusion. One Spirit 
in the flesh can impress his will upon the sensation of another 
in the flesh, so that he, the relatively passive mah, actually sees 
the evident turnip which he holds in his hand as a fragrant 
orange. For the time, he would swear that it was an orange. 
Bat if he should ask his neighbor whether he saw a turnip or 
an orange, his delusion would be soon exposed. While the 
fact is that a few persons in an audience might be thus sub- 
jected to the power of another and their senses thus deluded, 
it is equally a fact that the large majority of the audience 
could not be thus deluded, and thus the delusion could be cor- 
rected. It is not a fact that all in the audience can be thus 
deluded, and it is an observed fact that al? can not be. When 
it is an observed fact that whole audience ave thus deluded, 
then, and not till then, will it be rational or logical even to say, 
that it is a “ Psychologic delusion that physical bodies are ever 
moved by Spirits.” The fact, according to all the testimony, 
is, that all in the circles, numbering sometimes more than 
fifty, all perceive these physical manifestations. When I see 
the table move without any visible person touching it, all see 
the same fact. When I hear the bell ring when all visible 
hands are upon the table, ald hear it ring, When I hear the 
piano played upon with exquisite skill and art, though it be 
closed and the medium is geen by me standing with ber hand 
upon the rose-wood top, and it is physically impossible for any 
Spirit in the flesh to do these things, aut hear and sco as I do. 
The facts contradict your theory. 

Your theory is (hat all physical manifestations are the effect 
either of imposture or psychologic delusion. Your theory says 
there is a discrete degree between mind and matter, and that 
the one can by no means act upon the other except by corres- 
pondence, as we see in the material body of man, There be- 
ing no such correspondence you say, between mind and “ dead 
matter” Jike tables, bells, ete., these asserted facts are impossi- 
ble, and therefore the effect of mere imposture or of psycholo- 
gical delusion. 


sand equally good witnesses to these facts. 

A still more sad predicament awaits my friend, “Spirits 
can not move physical substances, i. e. dead matter, All such | 
asserted effects are due alone to imposture or psychologic delu- 
sion.” ‘This too, in spite of the Bible, of Swedenborg’s testi- 
mony and of all who have examined the subject for any time. 
Listen! These mysterious rars that are made over the whole 
land; sound is a motion of the air ; air is a “ dead” physical 
substance ; this “dead matter” is caused to vibrate by some | 
invisible intelligent power, that claims to be the Spirit of our | 
father or mother. What do you say, my friend, are all these 
raps the effect of imposture or of psychologic delusion? Isn't 
error a “hard road to travel?” Tt will, somehow or other, Jand 
us in such despicable quagmires. What? not one real rap, 
but the work of imposture or of mental delusion! Do you 
prefer to think “all the rest of mankind” but yourself cither 
scoundrels or suddenly deranged ? 

Grant now, in charity, that it is a sadden universal delusion 
rather than a universal scoundrelism of your intelligent coun- 
irymen and countrywomen, Grant that it is a settled fact that 
one man nor fifty men can possibly tell whether what they see 
and hear and touch be not all the baseless fabric of a dream ; 
you are too modest, I think, to assert that you are an excep- 
tion to this universal frailty. You must admit that you are 
just as liable to this delusion of evil spirits as all the rest. How 
can you tell whether what you see be a fact or fantasy? You 
hear a sound or see a material body move. How can you tell 
whether you really see and hear and feel, or not? be so good 
as to mention a syanparp which we can use, Jf evil Spivits 
can thus delude honest men who eyen “approach” and look 
for all good things from “ the Lord Jesus Christ as the only 
God,’ as you say happened to Professor Bush, Rey. Mr. Barrett 
and most other New Church men who have examined these 
asserted facts (for I don’t believe you will venture to say that 
the raps are all either the effect of imposture or that they are 
heard by our spiritual cars being opened and not by our ex- 
ternal hearing. That can be casily tested by a little wool in 
the car, which would not stop the sounds if they were heard by 
the spirit-hearing alone)—if such delasion be a fact, what will 
you honestly have to say, when called upon in a court of jus- 
tice to testify? You would not be able to know whether what 
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If it was possible eighteen hundred | 


| know the fact? 
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| you had witnessed were facts or delusions, 


How much wore 
logically probable that you have been deluded than that you 
saw the crime occurring in the domain of an infinite God4 
Unless you give us a sure standard by which to detect these 
delusions, 1 sce nothing before us bnt perfect * Know-Nothing 


J should 


much prefer to go back to common senge, and jet logical a-priori 


ism,” in preference to which sad state of uncertainty 


conclusions take care of themse 
¢} 


Do you ihink murder has cyer been a fact in this mad 


world? Ts it logically probable on a priori grounds, or wholly 


impossible? Did yon ever see a murder with your own eyes? 


ayy it 
Wei 


, OF 


such an improbable thing? Do you know that you g 
that any others have ever secon it? Are not evil spirits proba. 
bly engaged in all euch reported cases? Would they not love 
probably to fasten the crime upon an innocent person % You 


or some other persons say’ you saw the whole affair—are 


i infallible? Are your senses Hable or not to psychological 


lusion by evil spirits f If not, then you are an exces ption to the 
“ yest of mankind ;” if you are, then you don’t pretend to know 
that you saw the erime, but you simply say, “J am inclined to 
think I saw the affair, but in truth I am by no means certain, 
It is logically impossible, and it is certain that no man living 
can tell whether he is awake or asleep, sane or insane, and J 
do not wish to offer my mere opinion, as all the testimony is so 


The fact is that nothing ean be certainly known 


unreliable. 
except by logic processes, if beg to be excused.” 


My friend thinks he is editing the W. C, Herald ; does he 


He might bring in the testimony of s 
thousand subscribers or more, who think they receive the paper 
every week; he may bring forward the bills of his printer and 
paper-inaker ; the Jetters from bis subscribers, even the post- 


ify to various postage mone 


What avails 


+3 } 
ys paid to them 


it all? Do they 


masters might tes 


opted subscribers. 


| by said as 


have any other evidence of these things but then ses? Aro 
not these senses all liable to psychologic delusion? Yes. Do 


you know that they are not deluded? “No, sir, I must con- 


my 


fess that it is possible; I am not, I can not be sure that 


senses are not deluded, and therefore I do not know, or pre- 
tend to know, any thing whatever, not even this fact of psycho- 
logic delusion; for that too, unfortunately, is highly improba- 
ble on a-priori grounds, and is only asserted on the evidence 


of our senses, whose testimony is not worth a straw. Sir, 
skepticism, denial is the only rational philosophy.” 
Is this a caricature? Is not the Editor of the Herald 


aware that there are far more witnesses to the fact of “ phys- 
ical manifestations” than he has subscribers to his paper? Are 
they all incompetent to testify to a fact that is supported by 
Seripture, testified to by Swedenborg, and no more improbable 
than a murder, to say.the least? Are my friend and a fow 
“old receivers of the doctrines’* the only sane men in our 
community, the only coo» mzx—for it comes to this assertion 
at the end? ‘To be a receiver of the heavenly doctrines, must 
we lose all faith in common sense? Must we even dismiss 
and deny our common sense, and assume as a truth what 
would practically destroy all human society? Men will con- 
tinue to have so much faith in their Maker, I suspect, that 
they will say, when it is asserted that any given dogma ts in- 
compatible with their common sense—" so mUcCH THE WORSE 
ror THE DOGMA.” Do you wish to place yourself in this attitude ? 

Can Spirits move dead matter? The Bible says they can ; 
Swedenborg says they can; some hundred thousands of our 
most intelligent, skeptical fellow citizens say they can, for they 
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have seen it done many times. 

The Editor of the Herald says they can not; he has a theory of 
his own and of some of the “oldest receivers of the heavenly 
doctrines,” which is incompatible entirely with any such asserted 
fact. He can explain away the testimony of the Bible and 
Swedenborg, and he has not seen for himself any such fict, 
Therefore the hundreds of thousands of our good countrymen 
and countrywomen must be mistaken, or they must be im- 
Nay, should he think he saw these facts himself, his 
psychologic theory would explain the delusion of his own ob- 
serving eyes, which are no more infallible than those of others, 
and so his theory, if he be in earnest, would for ever prevent 
his acknowledging a truth, if it be a truth. 


postors. 


* “Old receivers” are the “old bottles,” that labor under the sta 
gular delusion that there is to be no more “new wine,” which is co™ 
tuinly very dangerous to their integrity. 
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taring hamin?” * impauri) * rnesa? * yoy duchigge | 
dahusem;” * AacAtainy f 4 odyhu,”” riais myomey? “ri sira | 
“nero A ciuatiye suus” anything Wit men, women sud) 
Children, good, bad and mAifteresh,) and dius by a eisa 
noyat A his adyorsary o cestiment. “Ts kind A srei yi 
wae pradissd by thno who heard Ahes” * This kind A 

santenty nperaden wh Ue pressni day to prevent truths from being | 
aap) we, To “mattar” then, Ariomy means w hut) 
the sats syani sentiments ihat do na mend with var own, | 
Aaiaidy from igneoranes nid withove, and mh frorn pure 

lovo A tenth, The cur rdutos to the will; to the disposition 

wh to hold ah our semen, tuner and outer, frody open to alh | 
fada hat may oeur or may exist in the providence oF prer 

donesas A Mim who is Goodness and Truth, 1 iwe very Avatiy | 
that obsesion by any wich evil yri that * mteri” (reasons t) 
instead A sowing, Wat risen lohe instead A Godggven oyes, 
muh for over dhut out ita unhappy victims from sii celestial 
kingdoms above o blow, 

Dut to my sory: 1 had just opened a gato that lod from 
tho rond to a hous in the umniry this morning, where 1 was 
gng w viet a little patient My mind had bom revolving 
thin “muttering” matier during my walk, but would yA wo 
dimp of what the “ pog’ relored to, Sunt an $ opent the 
gate, une good angel mus have opened a yate in my mind, 
my imor domains, and whieperod what it was, Mt ie all dear 
now, ae” matta” refers to the will, * peep” mus relate to the 
understanding, Were is Webster's definition: to look through 
a crevies j to look slily, Thatia, in plain words, not to open 
wide the scing facultion of snil and body, but to examine a 
thing as if you wore ashamed or abraid, to stand in the corner, 
out of the company of your brothers and vistors who are using 
their eyes; in a word, to bo ufrnid of a fast, and to look at it 
shily, with eyes cautiously half opened, from the corner outside 
the circle, Certainly a very poor way to s, to know, to pursue 
whens, Our grow modern prophets of scienco, who have 
given ua a chemistry in place of the old metaphysical alchemy, 
an satrovomny in place of the metaphysical astrology, a geology 
in placo of the old wmnvlogy of the theologians, an anthro- 
pology in place of abetract metaphysical systems that chased cach 
“ther alinowt with the change of the seasonn—Galiloo,Licbig Gall, 
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THE DESO 


Iu segja h Sie Hapri Meh 
bae papiliin mh Fille Wo Met 5 
Mie rite wre B Siero toatl, 
Penat say p WA aiie woi 
log, OCH nnn toy May yoru, Hye 
# WARS: » E e stub Lit, 
Set ity (eet roa onig Beatie, az 
Wd sawsiiony sye ond nutata Beant. 
F haar with Dio, mye s inah 
he bore tomy rhe ay wy pol 
tout win I Pia soy yoy ee yup 
Wey Shean oon Seow se: se try ng 
Ft AON Gee hon 10h ai gp, 
Ye ia it Awe Virrmrras 00) wees mE it, 
Tie Cention this ¥ rnah Ds wep 
Ah sees: harsh Gee Monnens te, 
But tenagune Dars te Fairy inwy 
Wine maga wore Denton Gad wy er ; 
Ae withy ties, terry nea io Terese 
Dran isy eit 6 wes UN aien, 


F nos these spurting tr owey, 
Yous enact has ths mir ide tae ; 
Hous vy u nyi wy hay wi esy 
hiny hes. mude uai dener sensi 
The Vliows A that dira m 
Mahe owen uiti Wy wey emt, 
Thuy pleuni s wiet shy ; 
For Jon it tee Che typist nige, 
And thers sh timi Fits eye ven we, 
Aisi the mwar me teres, 
The trieuds wins dammi iu youths with me, 
Crowe wits the sexe ing Bowers 


Cats ews their rworthy wart) songs 
ON thas, pore lauds entying joys; 
And whi for them say ass kag, 
Ne punsn prize surti z ylithestay wya 
They bosm we with eyes of lore, 
Asd thea the Vilows nacvily byw, 
Awd with a silver cadenos moye 
Ja low owo murmers to and fro. 


Eut when my yearsing beers would faba 
Plunge in tiie Aver 20d gentle tite, 
The Wack wares ree, and ovis agis 

The right dhores from wy vision Wide. 


Vet the faint ocho ff their sony 
Comes wafe to me vtrangely swot, 

While memory s vnchastisents strong 
Chain to the strand wy wailing foot. 


There are on that deswried dbore 
A few fond boaris to love me yet; 
But we can laugh and davce no more, 5 
As when in youth's bright bowers we met. 
‘The skias are tae above us still, 
With sun and sarlight/s summer yanke, 
‘The flowers are fair on glade and bill, 
Pat cannot now 10 sport beguile, 
Wo gently wander, hand in hand, 
And gaze with wistful, longing exes 
Aoroa the waves ty that bright Jand 
Where dwell the dead in Paradise. 
—Evening Prat. 
a oe ne 
SOCRATES AND CRITIAS. 


ing, of mirades ho mya: “BUN loss 
aay, Moamer, and our own Buchanan and Maury, never would or 


wolbontablishod | Sovnarne, the sm of Sopbroniseus, who in the night of paganism 
longed for light, spoke one day ashe sat among his disciples of the 
overruling Providence of the Deity, which, being omnipresent, did hear 
and seo everything, taking care of all creatures ; and that we should 


the poome of the incomparable Homer, likening Divine Providenes to 
a Mother, who, with gentle and uneven hand, fans the fios from her 


pooping child, é 
Among his disciples was Critias, the traitor, who afterwards con- 


J uth by donying the common sonso of mankind, that “ poep” 
poor | fros Hidden corners with half opened eyes while “ muttering” 
ie perpetually in their thoughts; in a) rogety altied tho buman in ita simplicity íw to the divine, 

a inner sonso, the spirit of that hitherte obweure | with angry hourt; but Socrates con 


“invisible friond for his alpen 
gi for all truths aro | and ¢ nk tho 
{3 H, # i 


od his (houghte, 


“Lei every man bo HUY persuaded in his own mind.” 


5. B. BRITTAN, EDITOR. 
W YORK, SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 1856, 


THE DECADENCE OF PUBLIC MORALITY. 

LooKTSG at the history of political parties, and tho lives of 
public men for a few years past, who can doubt that a great 
decadence has taken place in the public morality of the eoun- 
try? Whether or not this decadence is to extend, become 
permanent, or perhaps finally blot out every vestige of national 
virtue, is not for us to predict. Itis a sufficiently lamentable 
fact, that it is at all plainly marked on the current record of 
the Republic. Nor will we pretend to say that this lapse of 
public morality necessarily involves a parallel decay of private 
morality—of the sturdy virtues of independence, intelligence 
and patriotism, which have heretofore inspired and ennobled 
the great mass of our people, ffom whom political parties and 
public men are evolved. Yet we must believe that the people 
can not long submit to, or even tacitly indorse a bad public 
morality, without becoming contaminated thereby. Tt seems 
to us that we are on the verge of a crisis; aye, perhaps have 
already entered upon an ordeal more perilous to our national 
life, our civilization and republican institutions, than has ever 
before occured. 

In instituting this Republic, onr fathers “ builded better than 
they knew”—they could not have conceived half the splendor 
of the triumphs that were within three-quarters of a century to 


erown their noble work. Seeking enfranchisement from 
spiritual and political bondage, all selfish ambitions and consid- 
erations were swallowed up in their deference to the common 
weal, and they applied themselves to the founding of free altars, 
free schools, free society and a free state, with a zeal and unity 
that attested the sincerity of their patriotism and their faith. 
They wrought bravely for themselves and for generations that 
were yet to come. Unpretending in learning, science and art, 
living simply, thinking and speaking plainly, and acting di- 
rectly upon their convictions of duty and right, they exhibited 
a higher appreciation of the true principles of civilization and 
government, and a happier progressive social development, than 
is manifested in our day. The reflecting moralist must ques- 
tion, in view of current events, whether we half realize 
the value of our national inheritance, or the virtue and great- 
ness of the fathers of the Republic. Beyond all question they | 
established, at what cost and sacrifice let history tell, the grand- 


| higher office. 


est and noblest system of government ever enjoyed by man— 
a government making man his own sovereign, and based on a| 
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Thon, the lowest office of service to the people was honora- 
ble, and the highest could not corrupt ifs holder. Then, t here 
was a pervading senso of duty and responsibility, The citizen 
folt it in the exercise of his franchise, and he who was thereby 
elevated to public office felt it. Honesty, and zen) to do well 
in private ot publie life, wero no novelty then, Ho alone was 
the novel and branded man, who was dishonest and unfaithful. 
Political partica, with their subsidized prenses, and awarning 
demagogues and place seckers, moved by “the cohesive power 
of public plunder,” and blazoning forth their motto, “ To the 
victors belong the spoils” were as yet unborn, 15 was the 
golden age of the Republic. The wilderness subdued, and the 
war for Freedom over, the people spread abroad over hills and 
valleys, buoyant with present joy, mingled with high hopes of 
the future, and happy in imitating the examples and in being 
thought worthy of their sires, The Republic flourished and 
the virtues blossomed in its hamlets and marts. The places of 
learning rose side by side with the shrines of religion, The 
benignant lights of a growing civilization streamed over the 
whole landscape. Peace and plenty walked hand in hand, and 
public morality responded to private virtue. 

Turning (ah, and forward, too) from that picture, will any 
one say that the Republic exhibits a parallel one to-day? Nay, 
the whole scene almost scems reversed, The Republic exists 
in name—the Union exists in name-—the franchise, which 
makes the poorest man a sovereign, exists in name—while the 
spirit which the fathers infused through the government of 
the Republic is gone; the Union itself is morally dissolved, 
and the freeman’s franchise is become a thing bartered in all 
the land. Personal selfishness and ambition have absorbed all 
regard for the public weal, 
istered for “the greatest good of the greatest number,” but is 
subsidized through the machinery of party to satisfy the rapa- 
Offices no longer seck men, but are 
everywhere bought and sold. Relaxing private virtue, is 
crowned by scandalous public morality. From the bottom of 
the great ladder of public service to the top round, mount an 
incessant swarm of plunderers, distinguished only by their 
degrees of corruption. The lowest mnagistracy winks at fraud 
and wrong, and takes a bribe, while candidates for the Presi- 
dency marshal their mercenary forces, and pledge all the 
patronage of government—nay, more, use it often, to pave 
their way to power. 

Our Mayor, instead of addressing himself to the reform of 
abuses within his sphere, turns his messages into pleas for 
Our President unscrupulously uses his official 
position and influence to secure a reélection. To a nation 
convulsed with discords, traceable mainly to himself, he 
issues an annual message filled with denunciations and threats 
toward one class, and with praise and promise to another sec- 
tion and class of our people. Ifin the halls of Congress—in the 
Senate chamber, a manly voice is for a moment heard pleading 
human rights or against public corruption and wrong, some 
tuffian’s bludgeon strikes him dumb. Political virtue 


Government is no longer admin- 


ciousness of the few. 


is 


Constitution which, interpreted in the spirit of its framers, gives | smothered or dead. Already at the Capitol of the nation, 
to all men who seek shelter under its Ægis, equal rights and | where the highest morality should be illustrated, a representa- 
privileges. Such was the government established by our|tive of the people, who will not cringe before men who 
fathers—the blessed fruit of their high sense of right, their | employ club logic in the arena of forensic discussion, must 
unconquerable patriotism and lofty morality, take his life in his hand, and defend and preserve it as 
Until within the life of our generation, it was the pride of} best he can. The cane and the pistol are introduced as the 
their children to keep close to the example of the fathers—to | latest paramount symbols of civilization. Legislative bodies— 
preserve their simplicity and faith—to practice their morality | the highest in the land, to whom is given the right to make 
and virtues, and to expand, by all just means, the triumph of bataes and declare war—announce themselves next to power- 
the great principles committed to their trust. With them,|less to punish ruffians and marderers of their own number. 
Freedom, the Constitution and the laws, were talismanic words, | The Republic is under a terrible paralysis of its vital powers— 
With them, the thought of violence to the Union, or the willfal | it is blind with fatuity and trembles on its public foundations, 
interposition of any obstacle to the progress of Freedom, would | We are not speaking as partizans or sectionalists in this 
have been sacrilege and treason. With them, office sought| matter. It is a stern sense of duty to ourselves and the public, 
men, and men were not so corrupted and debased as to openly | in view of the humiliating position to which this nation has 
and shamelessly barter for office. With them, public station | been brought by ambitions, selfish, bad men—leaders of political 
was honored, but no station could confer honorable eminence | parties and holders of public office, that we utter our convic- 


on bad men. With them, man was weighed aud measured by | tion of the startling decadence of public morality in this Re- | 


his character and acts, and nothing could save him from re- public, within a brief time past, as well as our mortification at 
proach and scorn if these were base. With them, the munici- | the supineness of the people, who do not rise and wrest govern- 
pality, the state, and the nation, were but the reflex of the) ment and political power from the corrupt hands into which 
people themselves. The public servants of the people, selected | they have fallen. The superficial observer can not fail to see, 
for their eminence of capacity and virtue, went up from the| that not only the Union, but Freedom itself, must soon yield and 
people's midst, to do the people’s will, and wo to his name and | fall before such a public morality. Wedded to parties, 


the people 
fame who was faithless to the trust. 


aré being insensibly drawn into the strife and whirlpool of 


a 
ja 
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political corruption, and unless they turn at ance, anitedly ang 


resolutely baek to the Hghita and guide marks of a more virty 


5 £ í F VONG sr oka 
ous generation, this nation will ere long present a sad spectants 


to the friends of Freedom, Virtue and Hamanity throughout the 
wor id, 
S ead 
DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN. 

Tan Freemans Journal publishes a lotter written from the 
Academia Heelesiastion at Kore, on the 28th of April lat, Vy 
a pricet, who gives an avcount of the induction of Dasien Ù, 
Hume into the Mother Church, in whose arms we trust his 
reatless spirit will find repose, We extract the more important, 
portions of the letter, which is addressed to Dn. tyis : 

More than a month ago a Wrench Abbe of my sequaintance inforaed 
me that young man had lately arrived in Rome with a family of a 
Polish nobleman, who had expreswed a strong desire to be introduced 
to some Priest who spoke the English language, in order that he might, 
confer with him on the subject of religion, 
this young man, T found him to be Mr. D. D, Home ; and on entering 
into conversation with him, I found that his object in asking to sci g 
Priest way to learn what steps it was necessary for hir to take in prier 
that he might he admitted to the communion of te Catholic Charch, 
Te related to me the circumstances of his past life, and of his connce, 
In religion he had heen a Prep. 


Saving agreed to mont, 


tion wilh the spiritual manifestations. 
hyterian, until about five years ago, when he became a Swedenhorgian, 
He appears to have remained in that persuasion with a quiet con- 
science until he was moved by the consideration of the perplexing and 
contradictory nature of the answers which he and others received from 
the Spirits which they interrogated, to reflect whether or on what 
grounds he was eure that he had a certain knowledge of those things 
which it was necessary for his salvation that he ehould believe, * * + 
He found in the Holy Scriptures that our Divine Lord had indeed, 
founded a visible church apon earth to which he had given com- 
mission to teach all nations, and to which he had promised his own 
continual presence and the gift of the Holy Spirit, in order that she 
might be enabled to fulfil) the task go imposed upon her, and be pre- 
served from all pousibility of error concerning that which she was to 
teach. But on inquiring where this was to be found, he could discover 
but one which actually taught the whole world, or even professed todo 
so—oné only which professed, in virtue of the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, to be infallible—end this was the Holy Roman Catholic Church. 

On account of his very extraordinary antecedents I am eure that Mr. 
Home, like all those who have preceded him, in the abjuration of error 
and submission to the truth, will have imputed to him all sorts of 
motives on which he will be supposed to have acted. One manner of 
accounting for his conversion, to which many of us are well accustomed 
will doubtless be to assert that he has acted under excitement, and this 
the more as he is certainly of an excitable physical temperament. But 
there is a great difference hetween having an excitable temperament 
and acting under excitement. In this case I can safely affirm that I 
never witnessed any action begun and carried through by any man 
more calmly or which was the result of more deliberate conviction than 
has been this act of Mr. Home. He did not act from any momentary 
impulse, but, as I have gaid, from a conviction which had been strength- 
ening for months. Neither was he received into the Church immedi- 
ately on his expressing & wish to that effect, but underwent a course 
of instruction during a delay of more than a fortnight, during which F 
had ample opportunity of ascertaining the reality of his conviction, 
that it was his imperative duty to submit himself to the Catholic 
Church, 

He certainly did not embrace the Catholic Church from interested 
motives, or for temporal gain or happiness, for he had well counted 
the cost, and knew that it would entail upon him the renunciation of 
the exercise of certain powers which had procured for him many ad- 
mirers and friends; that it would draw down upon him the condemna- 
tion of those who had been foremost in upholding him, and separate 
him from those whose affection and good opinion he most valued, He 
remembered all this, but he remembered also that all earthly things 
would weigh for nothing when put in the balance with his eternal gal- 
| vation. 

Daniel was naturally innocent in his intentions, but vain, su- 
| perficial and erratic. At one time he was an extraordinary 
Medium for the Spirits, and the phenomena which occurred in 


his presence were very numerous and highly diversified. Owing 


|to his mediumship Daniel was much noticed for a season, and 
several wealthy and fashionable persons in this country onder- 
took to supply his wants and to give him a professional educa- 
tion. Naturally inclined to carry more sail than ballast, with 
| ery good intentions no doubt, Daniel began to unfurl his 
7. at a rate that awakened some apprehension for his safety, 
in the minds of his prudent friends. He yielded to the in- 
fluence of flattery, the dominion of a vain pride, and above all 
to an insatiable ambition for aristocratic society. It was 
age: a natural mistake, growing out of large self-esteem and 
a childish love of display—constitational defects in Daniel which 
his recent prosperity has greatly aggravated. 

Some time before his departure for Europe, Daniel's medium- 
ship greatly declined, insomuch that some of his friends sup- 


posed he had entirely lost his powers. To say the least, the 
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manifestations through him were far less forcible and reliable, | 
About that time several of his best friends had serious inter-| 
views with him, in the hope of giving him some common sense 
viows of himself and the world. But Daniel made a mistake | 


. 1 p x > A 4 5 . A 
which is very common to young pi ople who have more pride jtrae as it was noble, The freedom of speech comprises itall ; | Having thus 


than wisdom—A¢ presumed that those who admonished him! 


were his enemies, and hence he was inclined to pay little or no| 
| 


tto them or to their suggestions. Our ambitions young | 


respei $ 
friend went his way ; we heard of him 
and Ladies, nd in the society of the 


of the American Medium in Florence, wl 


, 


> ` | 
in England among Lords | 


a 
a 
. 


made to assassinate him. Now he has pitched his tent in the 
Eternal City, and directly under the shadow of St. Peter's 


| 
Daniel was never a bad hoy, but it will probably require the | 
Ay ostolic Church and an infallible priesthood to keep tra k of | 
him, Hope he may have a good time yet, and realize under 
ithe reign of despotism at Rome, a peculiar satisfaction which 
Protestantism and Republicanism in America could not offer 
Farewell, Daniel! If convenient seud us your picture, | 


aad an account of your religious experience. 


hin, 


eH aaia 
THE WORSHIP OF RELICS. 

Tue ceremony of translating the blood aud bones of Saint 
Quietus, an early Christian martyr, from the catacombs of Rome | 
to the shrine of a new Roman Catholic chapel at Hoboken, on 
Sunday, of week before last, has been a subject of no little ridi- 
eule and some denunciation, with several religious and secular 
journals in the Protestant interest. It has recalled to their} 
memory, proverbially quick in whatever may be turned against 
their differing neighbors, all the stories ever told or invented 
about the “image and relic worshiping Papists,” not forgetting 
the “holy coat of Treves,” the “bloody shirt of the Savior,” 
the “ Winking Virgin (on canvas) of Rimini,” and many other 
similar things, said to be held in certain reverence in Europe. 
Tt is not to be denied that the Roman Catholics are preémi- 
nently given to spectacles, mysteries and miracles, and that 
their inclination in this direction is, by a cunning priesthood, 
confirmed and strengthened by keeping them in ignorance of 
great living spiritual truths, in order to profit the church for 
revenues derived through image-worship and the exhibition of | 
saintly relics. 

But the Catholic Church came naturally by this species of 
idolatry. In the early ages, while Christianity was struggling 
into life among the Pagan altars of Rome, her votaries were 
forced to yield something to the converted Pagan mind, which 
longed to mingle with the Gospel something known to its old 
symbols—something palpable to the rudest sense, to which the 
new religion was comparatively an airy, unsubstantial thing. 
And thus arose a species of compromise between Christianity 
and Pagauisra—between spirit and matter—and the Gospel of 
Jesus was laid upon the altar, side by side with images of the | 
Savior, the Virgin, and the saints, This compromise has never 
ceased to this day—and the spectacles, imagesfand relics of 
the Catholic Church of the nineteenth century—and which play 
a no insignificant part in sustaining its influence and power—are 
the fruit of that compact between principle and policy, begun 
possibly in the very generation in which Saint Quictus received 
his guiefus through martyrdom; and whose blood (in a phial) 
and bones (in a gold box), after a slumber of sixteen centuries 
in the solemn darkness and silenee of the catacombs, have at 
length been translated, for “a show and a healing,” to a shrine 
in the New World. 

¿Let not Protestantism, however, ridicule or i gnore these things 
too rudely. It is the boast of Protestantism that she moves in 
the light; that all her manifestations are deliberate and volun- 
tary. Analyze her today, in the midst of her luxurious 
churches and altars, her imposing but barren rites and cere- 
monies, her words and deeds in her conclaves and out in the 
world, and she will be found as idolatrous, only of other images 
and relics, as the Catholic Church, Ah, it needs not much pen- 
eration to behold Protestantism wandering and worshiping dry 
bones, In its own way, it is as fullof Paganism, and as void of | 
the essential spirit of religion—of devotion to the practices of 
of Jesus and the precepts of the Gospel—as though it had 
images on its altars, relics in its shrines, and “ winking virgins” 
on all its temple walls. The beam-cyed should be careful Tow 
they taunt the mote-eyed. If Catholicism chose "to retort, she 
could turn the shafts of some of her enemics into spears that 
would pierce them through, 
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THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 
aid Milton in his noble defense of the freedom 


“Give me,” 
of the press in England, “the liberty to think, to write, and to | 
speak frecly, above all other liberties.” It wasa aenfiment as | 


be no rea on for re- 


To the libe rty 
a vital thing. 


for wherever this is permitted there can | 
fusing an eqnal freedom to think and to write, | 
and progress of mankind, freedom of spe éch is 


The unanswerable proof of this lios in the fact, that wherever 


i 


| . £ : : fed rae wren to bë 
lere an attempt was jcast off the fetters of social, political and religious bondawe. | seribed the cours sto ly 


Where free speech opens the door, trath and light will enter, 
bringing in their train a higher civilization and a loftier hn- 


manity. All who are conversant with the world's history, know 


that despotisms lave always feared, and as far as lay in their 

3 - | 
power, strangled free thought and speech, They knew the 
might and subtlety of these invincible weapons, before which, | 


: : $ 3 | 
wielded aright, fortresses and stecl-armed hosts in the long 


Tt was by a censorship of human reason | 


2 


struggle must fall, 
or striking human tongues dumb, that crowned and mitred | 
tyrants kept the world so long under the awful shadow of, 
“Dark Ages.” It is, today, through an emasculation of the | 


, the freedom of 
The 


ae , 
of Austria, 


liberty of the press, and stern interdicts agains! 


= 


speech, that continental Europe is held in heavy bonds, 


Usurper of France, the “perfidious Hapsburg 


“all the Russians,” fear less the blast of war than the tongne | 


of free speech, 

Follow despotism anywhere, in Church or State, in govern- 
ments or other institutions, and it will be found the enemy of 
free speech. If but in this respect, we do not appreciate a 
tithe of the blessings of freedom which we enjoy. 
privileges, like the light and breath of heaven, are held cheap be- 
cause they are so permanent and universal. There is no consti- 
tutional or legal fetter upon our liberty within any just bound. | 


Free as are the press still freer. | 


They are a matter of wonder to those who come from the } 


and speech of England, ours are 
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nations of the old world. Yet, free as they are, we are con- | that may occur. If the wi 


ceding new latitudes to speech, and removing more and more 
the few petty disabilities that attach to the freedom of the press, 
We are perfecting our willingness to trust ourselves wholly to 
the verdicts of reason and reflection. 

But a daring outrage against this sacred and inalienable 
right has but recently been perpetrated in the nation’s capital. 


Senator Charles Sumner, a man unarmed and suspicionless of | 


danger—a, man of peace, a scholar and true gentleman—a 
representative of the people in their highest Legislature—s 
champion, everywhere and always, of Freedom, Education, and 
Morality, while writing in his seat was brutally assailed, felled 
to the floor and nearly beaten to death, and atl because he had 
indulged his constitutional right. And while this specimen of 
chivalry, himself a representative, was doing his work to sup- 
press free specch, others of his kind, representatives also, looked 
quietly on, as if savageism were the highest freedom known to 
American institutions! The freedom of speech, as the most 
vital and priceless of all our liberties, must be maintained, with- 
out respect of persons, and regardless of parallels of latitude. 
——— 1 G mmm 
THE SPIRITS EXPELLING THE SERPENT. 

Tun Boston Limes gives publicity to the following remarka- 
ble illustration of spiritual agency in saving the life of a 
woman who had a yenemous reptile in her stomach, Many 
a caviling editor will probably read this article in his sanctum, 
and by next week will assure his readers that he is waiting to 
see what possible use Spiritualism is likely to be to the world. 
The New York Hxprese copied it the other day; but the 


next time that the editor notices the subject he will probably | 


fell us that Spiritualism is a “blasphemous imposture,” and 
that the mediums are “ unprincipled knaves.” Consistency is 
a jewel that is rarely found in a swine’s snout, 
DISCOVERED AND EXPELLED BY THE SPIRITS. 

We see occasionally in the papers accounts of persons swallowing 
ving reptiles, and subsequently ejecting them; but all such state- 
ments have heen treated as either entirely groundless or else greatly 
exaggerated. But we have now a case of this deseription which admits 
of no cavil or doubt, hut may he relied upon as wholly and strictly 
true, Fora period of two years or more, 4 respectable lady (Mra, P.) 
residing in Amesbury, has experienced very unusual, and at times, 
distressing feclings in her stomach—the cause of which no one could 
divine. 

This state of things continued without interruption, and resulted in 


l ahe called on another lady medi 


| was, “ that Mrs. P. had within her 
savans. Then we heard ja people have enjoyed this freedom absolutely, they have soon | pot soon ridden of, would be the 


Our priceless | 


land registered, at our risk. Whoever does not compls 
| these reasonable conditions, ought not ask us to bear a 


the complete prostration of Mrs. Pa, with nomistakatle symptom 
speedy death, Fap ease had attracted the attention of the x 
hood, and sh 


had called in the beet medical aavietance 
all to no purposes. Hep phy: jolans gavo it np ago hopelons eas 
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ackny Hod themeervas unghie to discover the canse her 


3 for her relief, Mrs. 
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power of the 


Spirit¢ in the m 


r of her ailment. 
stated her case 
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and 


toh, 


her to invoke the spirit of Dr. i 
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nd quantity of 
re immediately fol- 
se of Mre BP. of 
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medicine to be administered, These dires 
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er adder species 


Joy 


which x 


a live snake, of the 
s in length, and one au 


fourteen in 
ence! The sn 
ibited all the venomous tr species 
at those Ti 
are happy to add that Mre. P. i 


supposes that abe swa 
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around í 
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forked tongue, an 


about ten days 


gaining her health an 
se while drinking from 4 spring in Maine. 
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me to hand. he writers are quit 


put on stamps. ceived a letter from Ely 


respecting one of these unpleasant cases. The writer says 


the human butcher-king of Naples, and the proud Autocrat of | 
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1 we addressed to the Firm {comaimng money 
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jif a stamp had been on it. We trust other stray letters will 
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for the same reason. 


| bring up in the Dead Letter of 
| The number of letters mailed without postage being p 


| surprising. We beg our friends to be pastic to pay post 
lage, aud thus save themselves much trouble and anxiety, 


Money may be sent to us in letters properly addr 


vriters think the regi 


lis a sort of adve 
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ment to postma 


contain money, if is no excuse for aski 


that occur. We prefer to take the risk of the 


pro- 


of registered letters rather than the risk of their being 


[pany directed and stamped. We think 
to call attention to these things, But the 3 
money is by draft, certified check, or certificate of deposit, 


ay io send 


| which may,be obtained from any bank. C.F. 
Tiffany’s Monthly for Jane. 
| Tur June Number of this Magazine is now ready for delivery 


It contains its usual uumber of s antial, well- 


| to its patrons. 
| written and instructive articles on various phases and aspects of 
the spiritual unfolding, and the questions arising out of the 


igsame. These articles bear the following titles: “ Evidences of 
Spirit Action ;” “ Redemption ;” © Modern Mysteries Explained 


and Exposed;” “ The Philosophy of Natore ;” “ Formation and 
3% 


Duration of Character ;” * Loss and Recovery of Spiritual Inter- 


course ;” “ Prepositions,” “ Current Items.” 


Reader, if you are hungry for the strong meat of Spiritualism, 
st him. 
a et Gy 
A Vistmicatton or tux Risus or Woman, with St ròs on Pol 
Subj By Many Woutstoxerart, With a Biographical Sket 
| New York: Published by Ca ] 1855. : 
| When this work was first given to the world, It was assailed with a 
| torm of vituperation, and the author was anathematized without stint 
| or mercy, for her real or supposed heresies, But two generations have 
passed from earth since then, and the book still lives, and its influence 
in ameliorating aud elevating the condition of woman grows wider 
and stronger with every passing year. No candid mind, familiar with 
this work, can fail to recognize its strength of thought sad ite noble- 
ness of purpose. Fawlts it undoubtedly has—errors both rhetorical 
and ethical ; but in spite of these, its vigorous common sense, tis clear 
argumentation, its just appreciation of the rights iaberent in humanity, 
and its plain practical suggestions, render it one of the most instruct- 
ive and satisfactory treatises on the subject of woman's position, reln- 
tion and rights, that has ever been given to the world. fn spite of ity 
faults it will do good, For sale by the publisher, 75 Nassau-street. 
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AN Ipea ror pus Broons The Circassian women, noted the 
world over for beauty, adopt a mode of dress which denotes thelr pos 
ition in society, Ifa fair virgin should chanos to ntiract the admin 
ing glances of a gallant knight in search of a wife, he eso always tell 
by the color of her trowsers, whether the wearer be maid, wife ov 
widow; virgin white being worn by the young girls, red by her whe 
has assumed the ditties of @ matron, and bius by the hapless dame who 
mourns the death of her lord. 


THOUGHTS ON SECULAR ATHEISM 


WILLIAN S àx 


it | feel the perplexity of Job, whether we 


exercised according to general and | 
d on all hands ; for the rare excep- | 


T the introduction of spe 


al powers 
than the suspension of oró 


question between the Theist and the Atheist. That this government 
by general lawe is indicative of Wisdom and Benevolence, is the topic 
of our present chapter. i 

When the philosophic Theist or the philosophic Christain speaks of 
the province of God as “in all and through all and over all His | 
works,” be does not mean to assert that we can see or feel or recog- | 
nize any divine agency distinct from the properties and powers of Na- 
ture. Those powers and properties are themselves, in his view, the 
manifestations of providence. We perceive God’s operations in them; 
not separate from, or super-added to them. We trace His will and 
attributes as these things illustrate them. When Christ said, “No 
man beth seen God at any time,” he spoke a truth to which every 
thoughtful inquirer into God's works responds. There is no visible 
hand stretched out to guide them. There is no voice heard proclaim- 
ing the mandate which they unresietingly obey. And when we speak 
of the “hand of God” as conducting them, and his “commands” as 
being ihe law to obedient worlds, we are sensible that we employ 
figurative expressions so strong as to be quite incorrect in a philoso- 
phieal sense, though the very nature of human language, when applied 
to the subject of Deity, makes them necessary, and their figurative 
use ie intelligible and pertinent enough. 

Now it is found by the diligent student of Nature that its various 
end complex phenomena take place according to certain fixed princi- 
ples, of comprehensive, or universal application, which are designated 
the General Laws of Nature, Providence, ever acting through the 
agency of created things, preserves (with rarest exceptions) an exact 
uniformity of operation. The same powers are continually upheld in 
the same departments of nature, while its different departments exhibit 
an endless diversity of powers, cach permanent in its place. Thus the 
law (aa it is called) of Gravitation, by which a stone falls to the 
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y ones, and does not at all affect the | 


i i 2 à ted wiih 
| ture is all-important, provides the most appropriate protection and de-| ducted v 


ground, and planets are guided in their courses, is an unvarying and 
seemingly a universal Principle in the material creation. It operates 
on atome and on worlde—at distances the most vast and the most 
minute, But in al) eiveumstances, and at all times, it acts precisely 
in the tame proportion of power to distance and to masg; “ directly as 
the mass, inversely as the squares of the distance.” 

That very law while molds n tear 

And bids it trickle from tte source, 

That law preserves the arth & sphero, 

And guldes the Planets in thoir course.” 

We do not know what Gravitation is. We may theorize upon it if 
we choose, We may call it a law, thereby deseribing its regularity of 
action and hinting its source in Mind, But all that we really know of 
it, is as a mode of operation and order of sequence in phenomena, 
Ani it is co with all other laws, or modes of operation, in Nature, 

The laws of Light-~of ite radiation, transmission, reflection, 
tion—are regular and uniform, 

The laws of Sound are equally fixed and permanent, 

Things change only according to law. AIL these material agenta, 
whether seting mechanically or chemically, which produce perpetual 
changes in the constitution or properties of other bodies, effect such 
changes according to regular and undeviating principles, Science 
shows this more and more, She knows nothing that is lawless in the 
wide realms already explored, She believes in nothing lawless in any 
new realm into which she is continnall y adventuring, This is what is 
meant by the general laws of Nature or of Providence. 

Why sre the Jawe of Nature thas uniform? the mind necessarily 
tke, Te it through chance or necessity, or is it through design? Ts 
it a happy chunce, if by chance? Is it a blessed necessity, if through 


refrac- 
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acting still by the general Ja 
matter. God does not i 
benefit of the part 


view and (as regards these material 


Incomparably greater evil would, however, result from the want of 
law and regularity. And here the very nature of the human faculti p 
to the development of which, as we have seen, this regularity of Na-|} 
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scrupulous regard io 
inci i i | dis the historical q y u 
fense. A higher law, or principle, comes into operation, not to control | as A = z e 
f ioni i «| place, but simply z £ 
the material agents, but to regulate human action in reference to them ;| P ey e iea ` oree a 
—the Law of Intdligence—the power of understanding and observing | 20t preclu: y 


o- 
i i f i S N: “s uniformiiy be, as the Theist 
those operations of the material world which take place in a regnlar| idence. If the final cause of Nature's uniformity be, e Theis 


and reliable manner. 


believes with profoundest reverence, man’s general -good—man’s more 
s * 


special good may have been also the suggestive caus a Gospel 
È S ig! iformi irine pases may have been 

But what do we really mean, all this time, by a Law of Nature? miracles. gS — eed chee ota 4, a as 
What do we mean by a law of any kind? Isit not simply a rule of} evinced by sucha beep e Avtatg wait aie 
action——a prescribed mode of operation: Is the law itself an intelij-{ true and eee aes eae Seas ansaa ? 
gent, acting being? Does any Jaw devise itself and enact itself? Or| perhaps, in miracles sometimes and g capac ys 

ry - zy . E — p 

does not a law imply a legislator for its origination, and require an 
executive for its enforcement? The British statute laws, it is certain, A Soe R be AN ws gee 
did not exist till framed by Acts of Parliament ; and it is equally cer-| A ram friend has had the SERESS: to pris - 
tain that when any such law has passed both Houses of Parliament and | columns the subjoined brief account, by Baron de 
received the Royal assent, it would not enact itself if the officers of the appearance of a strange specter, which presented 
civil justice did not carry it into effect. There are indeed some such him in 1810. The story here follows: 
laws, which, for want of due provision for their executive fulfillment, I was walking on the sh Gre nen U Olean veda EAE ody, extended 
ieman eyer, Tagik aot 5 E Ana a8 eS be aig a on aboard. Supposing this to be the bedy of the person whose cries 
analogy of meaning as to justify the figurative appropriation of the Thad heard the preeeding day, I directed the corpse to be carried 
demos lengiage to the prisoip leg on whigh ihe wong E governen, cie away and gave money to have it buried. In the evening a secret in- 
Meee ee een, Ketter it ean be seriourly maintained ites the quietude, an irresistible instinct attracted me again to the object; on 
Law of Gavitation could have devised itself without a creme mihi arriving at the spot I found it deserted ; the wind blew tempestuousls ; 
gence, or could perpetually enact itself throughout the material uni- suddenly there arose from the place where I had scen the bo dy, an airy 
Fem A R a e Hay ne fees phantom, devoid of any distinct form. This specter moved, it advanced, 
meeue by Seg oA sp al an oo et 3 m eu stalking with a spiral direction, describing circles in diminishing sizes, 
g Naturo, if mna ae ee ie Aphes e creme saan 3 SOU until it at arrived at its center, when it again bounded off with velo- 
preme creative and presiding Intelligence as the fount of Law and city, fo resume its shape at some distance, and I supposed it io be a 
Onder: wae t of th a s | Vapor springing from the earth, or a cloud of dust; but entering the 

But, not to dwell on the suggestive import of the term itself—this street of Cadiz, I still perceived this apparition accompanied with a 


inh rat if i ked by the waves of the sea: the ings 
must, if sel-existent and self-sustaining, be in like manner divine. Ana} $ Bad Han! hesrienooked by į the mutmurings of 


the Almighty to perfection, His works we ean trace only in part; how | is the the same as that of the best calfskin ; but a sample pair 


shown is stated to have worn out seven soles”? 
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“Orginal Communications. 
INSPIRATION FROM A STAR. 


SUGGESTED WHILE LOOKING AT VENUS, 


BY MELINDA A. BALL, 
Strix of the night! thy pure love-light 
Sinks deep into my soul ; 
And in my heart the pulses start, 
And thoughts like sea-waves roll, 
All calm, and beautifal, and grand, 
Thon break iu pearls upon its strand, 


Seen from afer, Oh, beauteous star! 

I feel thy witching spell, 

And of my heart thou seem’st a pari— 
Thy thoughts within me dwell. 

The magnet of thy love hath wound 
A glory-light my soul around. 


Sweet star! to mo, thy love shall he, 

A light to guide my feet, 

Up Wisdom’s mount to Love's pure fount, 
Por if the stream he sweet, 

And if its waters flow so free ; 

Oh! think, what must the fountain be. 


Dear Nature! love, on earth—above, 

And everywhere I see. 

Great God! shall man, of all this plan, 

The only foul thing be? 

Forbid the thought! does one God reign ? 

One law then works through all the same. 

Man’s heart may be a storm-tossed sea, 

Laving a barren shore— 

But storms must cease, and so must grief, 

Then, purer than before 

Near fragrant isles, the sea shall roll, 

And into Heaven transport the soul. 
SS Oo 


MISS JAY IN ROCHESTER. 

Tue following letter is from a gentleman whose mental at- 
tainments, social position and moral worth qualify him for a 
clear perception and just appreciation of an intellectual per- 
formance; at the same time the possession of such ‘attributes 
and acquirements entitle his testimony to more than ordinary | 
respect and attention —Zd. | 


Rocusester, N. Y., May 31, 1856. 
Messes. Eprrors : 


The visit of Miss Emma Frances Jay to this city, just closed, bas af-| to submit to a tax of fifty or more per cent., for the benefit of retailing | came over her, and she appeared yvi 


forded me so much pleasure, and has been of so sigaal benefit to the 
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DR. DIGNOWITY ON ASSOCIATION. 
Mount Wansony, near San Asrtosio, Texas, May 17, 1856. 
Messrs. PARTRIDGB AND BRITTAN ¢ 

Dear Sirs—I am sorry to be compelled to trouble you again, but Toan- 
not do otherwise. Since the publication of a synopsis of my plan in the 
TRLEGRAFH Of my Hime Circle, L have been crowded with letters of in- 
quiry from various parts of the country, as to the particnlars of the 
plan and association proposed, These show conclusively that we have 
progressed to that point at which this one of the greatest of human 
needs—a harmonial home—must be provided for. A little over two 
months since, I was directed by a high circle of Spirits to commence 
the work. Iwas told that all was ready in the interior, but that the 
material, which can only be controlled by us in the form, must be pro- 
vided by us. 


As to the plan of association, I take this opportunity te answer all 
the various inquirers—that beside the Plan or Home Circle, as already 
given in the synopsis published in the Tetecraru. Iwonld not presume 
to lay down, nor do I believe that any one mind should adopt, any 
rules or dicta for its regulation or government. Suffice it to say, that 
as soon ae a sufficient number of Spiritualists are united—say twenty 
amil es, or double, triple or quadruple ibat number, as the case or 
circumstances will permit, let them form one Home Circle or more. 
It is suitable to all localities and to any modifications desired —and 
each circle, aceording to its standard of progression, and the congeni- 
alities from the interior, will be the best qualified to adopt such rules 
and regulations as may be deemed proper for itself. 

Every intelligent Spiritualist, by reflecting on the above plan, will 
readily perceive that its brevity consists in its simplicity. It can be 
adopted by the lowest stage of progression as well as the highest. 
For example, take twenty families, in or near one of our large cities 
or towns, and let them be thoroughly enveloped in the circle of self- 
love and the every day pursuits of the almighty dollar, but let them 
agree to locate themselves together as suggested, and see how little 
change will it require to effect this, which change will immediately 
operate for the better to all. The present angular form of towns and 
squares will be reversed. The center of a town-square, as at present 
used, and which usually contains accummulations of filth detrimental 
to health, will be converted into pleasure grounds, circle associations, 
ete., ete. 

Now, in this first step, it is not necessary that the twenty families 
should own any property in common beside the public building and 
pleasure ground. Let each one follow his own particular occupation 
as he may desire. One may be worth $1000, another $5000—in fact 
let them live as much within themselves in their own home as they like, 
but attend their daily or weekly meetings. Of course their congenial 
spiritual advisers will, like themselves, be of the circle of self-love. It 


most of the necessaries of life, for which they are at present compelled 


grocers, etc. Let them open a small warehouse or store of their own, 


cause of Spiritualism, that I trust you will allow me the privilege of 
communicating the results of my experience in this respect, to the | 
readers of the TELEGRAPH. 

Roghester seems to me to be of all places the most unpromising in 
its aspects toward this most interesting and imporant science. It is so} 
extensively and thoroughly orthodox in its religious views, so engrossed 


and there will be felt immediately an improvement, and step by step, 
the examples of the more developed circles will gradually bring this 
circle of self-love to higher conditions, ond so onward and upward. 
Many of my correspondents are desirous to know from me which 
plan or plans I favor. Some wish me to declare myself about the 
Nichols plan; others wish to know my leaning as to others, etc. I 


by the teachings of an antiquated pulpit, so led by its immediate pe- | must own I bave no particular leaning—I am a vell-wisher to ail. They 
cuniary interests which centre in orthodox hands and embrace nearly | appear to me all as pilgrims to the same shrine. They can not journey 
all the so called respectable and wealthy classes, that Spiritualism can | in precisely the same paths ; it is impossible, by the present state of ru- 
find countenance and acceptance among but comparatively few of its | dimental development. Time, the greatest decomposing agent of all 
inhabitants. But these are-people of independent and enlightened | errors, will eventually harmonize all the angularities, 
minds, and of sufficient strength of character to bear with indifference | but sure process, will lead the human family to a glorious unity. 
the odium which, in such a community, must attach to the friends of so | When this happy period for our terrestrial children will come (as come 
unpopular a doctrine. They are therefore zealous, fearless and able ;| it will and must) we ourselves will be soaring in realms and celestial 
and are confident in the belief that even Rochester will yet yield to the | circles far beyond our present capacity even to comprehend; but we 
irresistible evidence of reason and demonstrative facts. | will entertain a consciousness, that we have in our day of terrestrial ex- 


„and by its slow | gard to her brother, and she has always told us that he was th 


Under these circumstances, nothing has tended so much to encourage | 
them as this short visit of Miss Jay. She has come among us in such | 
a glory of beauty and intellect, that she has captivated all hearts and 
spread new light over all minds. For, leaving the question of spiritual 
agency entirely out of mind, she has given usa course of three lec- 
tures which, for eloquence, for argument, for tenderness, pathos and 
sublimity, can noi be, and it seems to me never have been, equalled by 
the most learned, ingenious and accomplished speakers of the day. 
Her graceful and symmetrical person, her gestures so appropriate and 
expressive, her voice so rich in sweetness and depth, so wide in com- 
pass, together with the entire éase and self-possession with which she 
deliversherself; are of themselves a sufficient charm to compensate you 
—and indeed more than compensate you—for your attendance, And 
then add to these the matter of her discourses, so full of new and | 
weighty irath, so sparkling with original and forcible remark, so hap- 
pily and elegantly expressed, and you have a body of attractions quite 
irresistible to refined and cultivated minds, be their theological and philo- 
sophical creeds what they may. Her powers of vocalization, of which 
I heard only a short and imperfect specimen, are truly wonderful. So 
that take it altogether, we have herea miracle of talent which, upon 
the most secular view of it, deserves aud I trast will command, the am- 
plest remuneration, and produce for good the most extensive effects. 
pad this is enlisted in the highest and holiest of causes, and 

sses while it is blessed in the person of its lovely apostle. E. 


+ M 
A crezayuas was once asked whether the thembers of his church 
were well united, to which he replied that their union Was most per- 
they were all frozen together. 


istence contributed our mite toward the accomplishment of the glorious 
result, Fraternally yours, A. M. DIGNOWITY, M.D, 
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MIRACLES OF HEALING AND SPIRIT TESTS. 


Ox a late tour through Carbondale, Binghampton, Owego, Elmira. 
Dundee, Pen Yan, Rochester, Albion, Lockport, Buffalo, Auburn, Ithi- 
ca, and Candor, part of the time accompanied by John F. Coles and 


many facts were elicited worthy of note. 

Dr. R. Hewson and lady, of Dundee, through Mrs. Hewson, physical 
medium, were visited about three months since by a Spirit giving his 
name as William Adams, declaring that he had just been shot in the 
back and killed in Kansas, near the Mission. He said he knew B. 
Hoogland, Esq., son-in-law of Dr. Hewson, living at the Mission and 
writing in several official capacities. Two weeks after, Dr. H. received 
a letter from Mr. Hoogland, voluntarily stating as a matter of intelli- 
gence, that he had just arrested a German for shooting one William 
„Adems, and all the details corresponded with what the Spirit had 
stated. 

During the Crimean war, spirits frequently came representing them- 
selves to the Doctor and his lady, as officers just fallen in batile, and 
gave their name—subsequent news confirming their statements. 

Mr. F. French of Kentucky, a total stranger to Mrs. H., called on 
her, and the spirit of his wife made herself manifest by tests which im- 
mediately overcame all doubt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norris, visiting in Dundee, called ; and Mr. Norris said 
if bis father would appear and give his name, and the state in which 


part by Dr. A. G. Fellows, the remarkable test and healing medium, mo 


bis body waa horied, he would yield. The Spirit immediately epeit 
tehabod N, Norris, Mar yland, 1i was correct. None in Dundes knew 
| the facta but Mr. and in Norris. 
Holding publie meetings in Tihica with Dr. Fellows, Judge Wells 
was invited to the platform for atest examination. The Doctor gave an 
accurate delineation of hig diseases, cte., and then informed the Judge 
that bis sister and mother y ere present, gave the cause of their aeath 
and a minute description of their life and character; all of which 
the Judge openly testified before 1h 
On the day following, the Doctor ¢ 
Spirit of a man who fell in the betik 
sented himself to be the friend of 
Matison, where we stopped. The 
declared that none but the Spirit himsel 
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examined testified to the ac 


case, the individuals 


tions. In one case the Doctor told the subject that 
years before, and bis hip was sprained, The g 
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cases he claims to receive th mation from th 
the persons being examined. 

In Candor, a Mrs. Corwin, 4 constant 
receiving a test delineation through Dr. F. was pas 
hands and declared her { 

Dr. H. R. Haven of Buffal 
ing fever and pain, and almost 
| the Doctor and myself, and the n 
der spirit-guidance for many hours 
breakfast. 
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in regard to keeping names or dat 

wholly indifferent to fame, the apos 

through his agency must speak for themselves. 
New Yous, June 2, 1856. 


AN INQUIRY. 

Messrs. Eprrors: Matpes, Mass, May 28, 

My object in writing to you isto ascertain if any 

| your city have had commanications purporting to come fro: 
of Wm. H. Dennett. My wife is a trance medium, and (as is 

| the case) commenced with tipping the table. One Sunday 


sooner were her hands placed upo 


had often manifested herself, and I 
asked the question the table responded “No.” IT calle 
and the word “ William” was spelled out. Could it ber 
we, that the mediam’s brother was dead, and that we wen 
with his Spirit? We asked many questions and found that he died 
few weeks before, of brain fever. after a short ills that he died in 
New York city, end that he was uaconseious during his iliness—was car- 
ried to the hospital and there Jeftthe form. He has written th is 


herself through my wife, and we have often questi 


her. All we or his parents know of him is that he 


| three years ago and some one saw him in your city ; but how true 


that is we can not tell. Red Jacket says he is in the spirit-land, and 
thought I had better send you a line and see what I eould learn. I 
wrote to you some time ago, but did not pat on the letter the number, 
and I suppose you did not get it. 

Now, Mr. Editor, if you or any of our friends in your city, can give 
us any information concerning him, we would be very thankful to yon 
and them. Yours with respect, 

THOS. H. PEREENS. 


We are unable to answer the questions of our co 


but lay them before our readers in the hope that 
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eet the eye of some one who can furnish the d 
tion —Eb. 
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SPIRIT APOSTROPHE TO TRUTH. 
Hovsros, Texas, April 17, 


| Messns. PARTRIDGE AND Barrray: 


At a circle held in this 
since, one of our mediums, Mr. Hooker, became entranced and 
with a deep sonorous voice, uttered in the most touching: man- 


city one evening a month or more 


ner the following few lines 


O Truth, benignant majesty! high on thy throze thon sittest, beanti- 
fol and exalted, above the carth, and oa it Your gates tead to the 
temple of happiness, White with dewy brightness thai refiects light, 
purity and peace to the soul, heaven is opening through thy broad victa 
of exceeding beauty. It points out the path to the soul's heaven. Art 
thou weary, it whispers rest; art thou sorrowing, eternal joy; art 
thou friendless, the Spirits ihat are good shall be thy companions, and 
the Ruler of the universe thy Friend and Father. 

Yours, ete. 


w. 4. B 
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